





Work Parties and Improvements in 2012

John Joyce will be in the Western Isles and at the hostels from 3 - 22 April.

His plan is to spend approximately a week at each hostel to make sure they are
spring-cleaned and freshened up. Necessary repairs and general maintenance will
be carried out 50 they are ready for use by hostellers in the coming season.

At Howmore, the assignments will include finishing touches to the dormitories,
decoration and floor painting; fixing the annexe porch ceiling; fitting equipment;
temporary improvements to shower/wc; work on the outbuilding/store; improving the
drive and pathways. It is also hoped that an outside picnic table and seating will be
set up as a memorial o the first warden, the late Mrs Catherine MacSween, mother
of the current warden, Betty.

At Berneray the projects will involve some internal and external decoration, floor
painting, general improvements and work on creating a level hard-stone area and
pathways in front of the hostel and between the buildings.

At Rhenigidale the tasks will address the further reconfiguration of the kitchen,
interior repairs and decoration, the exterior woodwork, renovating and painting of
the rear fire escapes and clearing around the hostel to develop and improve
drainage as well as the pathways.

Volunteers are always welcome. if you are interested in helping out on a work-
party contact John by email or phone. (johnejoyce @hotmail.co.uk or 020 8653 8376).

More major projects will be commenced in the Autumn, particularly at Howmore
where further facilities will be developed in the porch of the thatched-building. The
common room will be enlarged and the kitchen relocated and improved. The roof
and rendering at Rhenigidale will need to be improved before the Winter.

We are always interested to hear from people who may be able to offer specific
skills for our projects. At present we are particularly interested in hearing from
anybody who has experience of fitting solid fuel stoves and flue systems and/or
plumbing work.

Able and Willing

74% of people support charities during their lifetime, but only 7% do so in their wills.
The HMRC is attempting to change this imbalance with its Legacy 10 scheme that
reduces Inheritance Tax from 40% to 36% for those who create wills to fund good
causes. There should be many wills being written at present by that most prolific of
the generations - the so-called ‘baby-boomers’ - many of whom are now on the
verge of the final, third part of their lives.

if you are willing to consider Legacy 10, think of the benefits a legacy would bring
to the Gatliff Hebridean Hostels Trust as well as to your own Estate. You will be
following in a fine tradition - for Herbert Gatliff set up his original Trust in order to
benefit causes which he had heiped during his life and a significant number of his
supporters followed his lead. Their simple acts of writing have enabled successive
generations to have the resources to continue giving shelter as well as pleasure to
travellers in remote places.












From the Hebridean Hostellers Issue of Five Years Ago .....

‘The Autumn conditions in the south of the UK in 2006 were memorably benign. The
weather in the north-west was remarkably persistent, for it included over 40
consecutive days during which heavy rain and strong winds were evident.” (Editor:
John Humphries) [There certainly can be something of the wilderness, with 40 days
of endurance needed.]

and of Ten Years Ago .....

‘Advance Bookings: Those present (at the Members’ Forum and Executive
Committee at the Stirling SYHA) were pretty evenly split on whether bookings
should or should not be accepted. (Editor: Lawrence Washington) [it’s the first night
that cannot be booked. Once ‘a-bed-is-bagged’ it becomes reserved.]

and Fifteen ....

‘Neil Pinkett, one of our regular hostellers, has been commissioned by the Chairman
to write a booklet of walks around and from the Rhenigidale hostel.” (Editor: Jim
McFarlane) [The book is still in print with copies at £3 post free (payable fo the
GHHT) from the Editor.]

and Twenty ....

‘The Trust is obviously delighted that Magnus Magnusson is able to accept our
invitation to perform the opening ceremony at the renovated Rhenigidale and the
new Garenin hostels.’ (Editor: Richard Genner) [Would a specialist knowledge of the
Gaitliff hostels be a suitable subject for Mastermind?]

and now Twenty-five

‘To hold Rhenigidale as a Trust property is an exciting challenge. Money will have
to be raised for the purchase and some repairs, but it will be a wonderful thing to
ensure that there will always be somewhere to stay on this most lovely stretch of
coastline.’ (Editor: Francesca Fraser Darling) [Here we are, now 50 years on.]

Addresses

The Gatliff Hebridean Hostels Trust: 30 Francis Street Stornoway lIsle of Lewis
Western Isles HS1 2ND ghht@gatliff.org.uk

Chairman and Membership Secretary: Peter Clarke 264 Alexandra Park Road
London N22 7BG 020 8888 2449 / 0790 999 3863 peter@peterclarke.com
Twitter: @PeterClarkeGHHT

Treasurer: Philip Lawson Ledmore Carnbee Anstruther Fife KY10 2RU

Project Manager: John Joyce 2 Beaumont Road Upper Norwood London
SE19 3QZ 0208 653 8376 johnejoyce @hotmail.co.uk

Newsletter Editor: John Humphries EIm Lodge Garden House Lane Rickinghall
Diss IP22 1EA 01379 890270 /0751 012 7014 editor@gatliff.org.uk
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