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f'.EWSLETTER 8 .MAy 1989 

·" HEBRiOEAN 'HOSTELs ····~GATLrFf' TRUST ACTIVITIES 1969 

Workp!2rtles '.are"tl:le core 'of Hebr .idean Hos.te"lers activities and, the key· to 
support of"the{qu("hoiOteh,.;The,d;ollowing 'loIOrkpart les have been planned ~J:!:..llr: 
for 1969. snd .. w.e shall be . dellg.l;lted to ; see members at ;any, of these workpart les. 

1. '4 M&Y ' - 11 May ,.;: Befner~y) ' pli~hl~g on t ocrirriPiet.i~~ 
,:V ',>,, ;:' '', ; _. ,,>C ' , ,\ ;" .;' , "(1',':-' ., "1 ' 

2. 8 May - 21 May Berneray the work on the annexe 

t~Y \, rc ,~ gn J t (I , 
22 May - , S,·,June ' Rhe~~g~dal~ , ) 

8 JUly :,{,~;,;~~'9u~t , , ~,ne~f~,l:d~.ttX ': plar;~ed' ri1iijo': reno~at ion .. 
'.' . .'; ,'i~;;:.,'. ..<." . ; .~ .. ,\,,) ':\ ,','. \ -.' .. ( " "" ,",.' 

3. 

4. 

S. possll)ly also',at . Garenln , ' ! ' Setting up I)asic facilities 

In ': ~~~ " case of , the first th~ ~~::w~rkparqes.we already have conmitted groups 
of volur.lteers from ;The<.Pr ince 'of;.,Waies ' Trust , and .. Gateshead LOn" Track' Scheme. 
Thereforet H i's I'mportant "that If, '.you lntend ' to ' help,d' .atall possibbe. · you 
should contact i n' advance John .) .oyce ;(workpartles ' l. ,<1, 2,, ' &, S. ) ' orArthur Meaby 
(workpartles 3. & 4. ), so that any accomodatlon difficulties can be overcome, 
and if VOlunt~er~lnsUfflcleni: quantities!2reRromls~d • . 50 that extr~wo~1< clln 
be pro9r~mned- "~;,d letis hopeth4(thi~1~ Xh~ ' ca;e . . · , • .. ..... ' "',:. . 

Other workpllrtles !2re penc'llleii'irifdr late A\Jg~5t andSepterl1ber 'at Garenin 
and Rheni gtdale ,.andd f. .. 'you are,~ th tnk Ihg of .,',helplng, ',' then .l ., suggest you dec 1.!2·re 
your hand ,now (coo~act ·JohnJo.yce)," Itootonly helps t'he plannIng. but '.quite 
possibly at this stage workpartles could be shaped to take into account your ·; 

.f .............. ffff.f.~f .................. f.f .......... f ................... . 
• The flrst ~ Annual .:General MeetinQofthe ,Gatliff Hebridean Hostels Trust, • 
' ,Urr:asOsdaUean NIln InnseGall ·Gat II ff, .,wfll '.be .held at ·Berneray Hostel, • 
• , J,sle ', ot Berner,ay, ."Harrls ,!2t 10;'00!2m ,on, fr!day 21stJuly!,89.AII ' members • 
• of HebrtdeanHostl;lU,ers ,llre" inv\'ted to .. attend. ,See P!llge4< .for detaits; ~ .• 
• ,',) .: "<1 .. 
• BernerayHos~ehwi H ibeofHc lall Y" re-oDenec:Lon Tt)ursday 20th Jul V - . • .. 

• see p~qe 4 , ~or details '. " .' ..... . . .... .. .. ' .. " '. ' .' '. '., '. ' ..... • 
..... ' .................. h ................ ' •••• 'iI .... ' .... i .... ' ...... ' ............ . 

~ ' .; .;:".~\' +~.(:::~ r \F' I""'u~\;-~~\',:~K:r-';., ' ~G <~." ,,;:' 'h' ~:;" ", 

All addresses are gl ven lit · the bottom of page 7. 
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arranQements and e~a-U~­
John Joyce, Arthur Me'lii> 
de t a i Is. _ -, .·;~+>;i)f:l(8\ <>'" 

The wor~ liit~~;:B;'F~Y~J tO.fJnlsh , the annexe _ c ", " f"~!ly+nothing more 
t han, a wat erp~ o0f.C(she.l t,,~h~t,~.I .~·ti<i~~.lj!r~]?r~. r;'~~I.Ir,~~.<i~~~C. ~l!l~:~·~nd:. 1 nternal 
fl ttl ng out ' ,}'itru,<;h more ~~rk'; 11!19ht .~av~.,bee,!l' g~.~~!,!d, .•. but ·' for the efforts of Roy 
Ashworth - see Roy's article ,on ,page 6" ,,' - -'. 

'~i - <'"f'~':<,-'<:"~;.".' '_' ,<_:~"\/,\}~·~~ " ':';:;~:~«~~j~·T;, ,. - '.' ', " ,_:-':(~F<, . _ ,,<)',~;.: 
It is the bellef . c:ift: thE!'C0l1'lllit~ .eeofHebrtdean Hoste\Jers<that' the Hebrldean 
Hostels should bek~pt ' s rrripr~i:t~" \th·e ,hostels .. areriever l .1 ke I y therefore to be 
equipped with microwave ' cooki!,rs, ,:te{E!VFSI~ns()r,.games rooms,~qi}aJly the 
Comnlttee believe~the. hostels sh9,UI~" :be,'p,t.e.~~elhtto.,~tay 'I.nandshouldmeet the 
need of thosel1kely ,' ,to ' use the hoste!s",'~wI\lch :· tn+t·hese' days'of hlgh · transport 
costs, partlcularly petrol and ferries, Is most lIkely to be indIviduals, small 
groups and families meklnQ a one-off visit to the Islands (or one of the few 
vIsIts of ' ,) life-time) and who consequently may be staying on the Islands "for a 
week or II fortnight. In thisconte)<t, the conmlttee, believes that . some of the 
more basic creature comforts of life should be avaIlable I"the hostels, e. g. 
electricity, decent cooking hciHtles and showers. Without these It ls ,_, 
believed the hostels will loose custom to Hotels, Guest Houses, etc, to 'the 
ftnencial. detriment of the hostels and 'at the cost 'ofa" lost -' experlence to' the 
indivtduel, -group or· famtly. ,This policy has beimr:mplemented 'at 8erneray, wIth 
everylndicat ion, so far that "ll Is the correct pol ,lcy' - ' .the slowly de,cllnlng 
number of bednights at ,Berneray hasbe~n dramatlclJllytlJrned round ,following the 
meJor renovat ion ' of the' last two years. ' , .' ,... , 

Rhenlgldale 

Rhenigidale Hostel Is, of course, now owned by the G~tlTfr Trust, and the 
Committee feels that ·thls hostel ' should now recelve, asl'mllar<'-Ievel of 
refurbishment, n()t .least because ,the roof nee~sto. , bE!strlpped.for major: 
attention to thetilnberS. Arthur Meaby has driiwri' up a plan 'of c~mpalgn to 
Improve facillties . by installing electricity, providl'nga shower,' Improve 
cooking facilities and to rep~lr the roof, including replacement of the aging 
corruQated i ron roof ,sheets · wi th a modern "composi t Ion slate' :-' roof - ', i t :isnot 
appropriate to provide a thatch ' roof at Rhenigldale, and' compositIon slates' 
are aestheti'cally very similar to·:tradlt·ional sl·ate rooves., · ' Such -work cannot be 
cllrrled out wi thout rMk Ing rruck and , dirt and the flnal oJob ·:wU l ' be to redecorate 
throughout _ the hostel ",,- -->;. -

A$ /I cohsequehceof thl s work,Rh.i;migrd/Jle : H;'s~eiwi . 11 be- ciosed fr~m .no,w 
until completion of the work oorrng the surrrner of '990; ~ ' - '. " ' .. 

,_ ,-:, ~'.>. ,',':.". _~ -':'-':.:'!"" '::~ ,:}-'.":: . . : .. ;, '-i'. ,_, ;, -. ; .. .-. :.' ',:;'" '''''_'. .' . ,, "_'- ,.i · .: ,.~ . ~ 

Such work Is not done cheaply,' ' and; the GatlIff Hebrlcdean Hostels Trust will need: 
to raise funds, as ' it',dld for 8erneray, ·,by public appeal, Whlch ' glves rise',to 
the fol towing ' ~ , v8cancy': :-" , c, _ _ ,_: 

The 'Gat tiff ,Hebr idean · Hostels 'Trust ~ requl.·es IS vo~,unteer "Appeals -' Offleer to ~ 
undertake ,clerlcal •. lIdministrative and refiearch work In connectionwlth ' the \ 
!'IPpelS1 for , funds for' .the 'renovatlon of Rhenlgldale hostel. .The Jobwllt (Involve .\ 
a fall' amount -·ofpaperwork over a short period of 3 - . 6months,talltng off ,over 
the followlng -Sii< months and would suit any. person who lsr'easonabl'ywell ( 
organised and can afford to gIve this concentrated period of voluntary ! 

t IIsslstance, rather than a lonqer period a!FOne of the 'Trust's 'bureaucrats'. ~i 

,'"- 'Volunteers ,should , conlect John../oyce .In the fl rst " lnstan~e, . : : tnformat Ion on 
pass! ble '~ources 'of fi nanc lal support, "sponsorshl p' or fundrlllsing ideas will 
also be most appreciated... ·.., 

t>'~ l-i/,.~ ...... f . . ~"" ,,' l'# .... ; .. "'~:rP., .· " 
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.HEBRIDEAN HOSTELLERS 

Garenin 

Subject to the efforts, of. theb.uilding ,contractors being' employed by ,the ,Western 
Isles Councll. ·the ,first ,bullding to be' structurally repaired in Garenin VilLage 
(near CalHnish):, wlll·, be. made avai l'able to' the Gat! iff Hebrrd~an ' Host'els Trust 
from the end of June !'89 ,:toequlp ,'and run as a hosteL 'With our major resources 
being concentrllted at Berneray and the Rheniqidalethis summer . furnishing and 
equipping of the. cr.on" house to normal GHHTshndard (and' subsequent ly to'SYHA 
adopted hostel shndard> Is not planned for t.hts year.. However :the GHHT ' has 
firm plans in hand to provide basic facilities under the guiding hand of Roy 
Ashworth. The question of wardening has been. resolved by the , ' appointment' of. a 
loclll young couple who ' have" vot'uriteered for the' Job. ' So ev~'ry't'h'ing' i s looking 
good for a basic. hostel at Garentn from late July onwards. '~"·Furtherdetalls of 
workpart lesand use as. a hostel from John Joyce from , 1st July onwards . 

By Hach~lrl~r¥~\~, '_W. , 

"Stone circles,. . duns and other relics of .the past - Il landscape 'of sandy 
beaches backed by firm shell-sand machalr and loch-studded moors - ' rocky'hHTs 
composed' of the oldest rocks In the world - soil .ralsed ·lnto la;:ybeds for ' 
cultivation among the rock outcrops - Isolated communities winning a hard living 
from the land and the sea - caves and other associations with Prince Charles 
Edward Stuart and the '45 - peat cut from the moor r fuel. piled In stacks to 
dry - a flne ora l tradition and heritage of Gael poetry-. and 
These are some of the Ingredients whlch'go to 
environment of the ,:Qute brides . . • ":. 

,',; ,,:,,:-,i-t})0~(t+~~<~~r~S, 'tt ::)};r··~,-;;»\\,~\;( '" 
So .. starts /tNei:()p~!"lng' " . ()f· I3Y~ !1acnat 
Ke'ithPennyfather; andsubtit led· ':Wal'ks ' &_,._ ..• ' ..... 
30 ,V/~J ~~ ' to :,) ng, f r()"'~N! ' sl .)(He~r I 
Lochiriliddy' SYHAhost.e Is. oare. deser De(l ·,.~:()getl~er 
inforrnatt:on;" '23. lll~sbattd-nsand . .. a g'Jide 
road ~ign : posllng . . ,;: Pr()fll7 f ro",:' thl! cf3u'lde • . whl 
to GHHT . . ' Cop i e'~ are avail ali I e f'rom ' JohriJoyce 
tourist outlets: in ; the: Outer Hebrideli, "' .. ",.;'; 

Calrde~<~~n Talghean Tugha (Frl~ndsof t.he That'~h:d Hous~~) 
is a youi1'rbr9';i1'n~tio;;" ' Ut ch" seems to have built up a formidable track record 
In Its short l .lf~" . ~a. i~deaflnan Tl!l~hean Tugha (thefrlends.> fu!"dall)6llt~1 !lIm Is 
to help . .rel \,ill ~r, adipo"'I!, I,.: t~at .!i hedbulldin,qs~Alt.h()J:A~h only in H~~hi ~ d year, 
the Friends has already pa!~()ut., £l~.O<?Olngrants tow~rd~ r e~hatch.~ r:'9 co~tson 
25 propertles .. <?n , Tlree,~~y~.Nor~h : &SoytN ':lIst .and Mull , ah~ or) the ll1ll ipJ and. 
Most of th,; " '!lOney,., has ~e{ l ... ei1U()m the Ws.tori~ .B",lldi!)9li ~()uncl L for Scotl,a,nd 
which ls conmitted to asslstlng retention of tradlponal thatched buildings 
through gront assistance. - , ,,,. : ',' • . .... '" ' ,,," . . 

Calrdean nan .Talhean Tugha Is: also making great steps' towards biJlldlng up a ··' ". 
Scottish Thatching Archlve.', fromwhich ' 25 excel lent ' photographs are included In 
I ts second NewsJetter . (pubtished. at the end of '88h· •. ·Jlm, Souness •. an act I ve 
member of Hebrldean Hostellers, Is Seeret<lry of the Friends. last : November he' 
had the plelllsure'. of recei'vlng, .•. on behalf of .. the Fr Lends; ' the 'prest I glous 
'Glenfidd l ch.: -L, ivlno Scot land Awards' ,and theaccompanylng ' £4. 000 cheQue '- wh l'ch ' 
should guarantee complet Ion of the Scot t I sh:, Thatching ' Archl ve" and 'give t.he '''.' 
Friends n esoutces ,to ' respon(i;: immediately ' where ; a ·sum· of money is needed "to save " . 
the day" or) '· a : r ethatchlng •• cr't5ls;:.': ;;~'.\i.i :." '", :", . . !.". ','';<: 

Hebridean Hostei lers :who hlllve paid their 'subscri'ptlonfor · 1989. ahdhave a 
further £2-00·, or .. :.more ·. tospare may .wish to ' support :Cairdean nan Talgheim-Tugha ' 
and should wr I te to the address at the back of '. this Newsletter for more details. 
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HEBRIDEAN HOSTELLERS 

Berneray Re-opening 

To mark the completion 'of the major renovation of the last two years, Berneray 
hostel wHI' beformalty 're-opened on Thursday 20th July 198,9 at 3.00 p.rn.. All 
members of Hebr I dean, Hostellers lire Invited ' to attend. ' Hf.you prlln to attend 
and stay thel')ight" , to avoid any embarrassing shor-tage of ' lIccomodatlon, 'please 

, cont act John )oyce in advance). The re-open ing wi II be performed by Duncan ' 
Campbell, Director ,of, .the Countryside Conmlsslonfor Scot land, .' lind as the hostel 
Is a part of Bernero!lY Isl·and . llfe. sui tabl 'e celebrlltions are bel.ng planned to: 
inc I ude t he I s I ander,s. 

The Gafflff Hebrl~a'n Hosti!'ts ' Trust -Flr'~tAnnuat Gen~ral: ~iih~g 
The first Annual General , Meeting of the Gat Ilff Hebridean Hostel'S Trust, Urras 
Osdailean Nan Innse Gall Gl3tliff will be held at Berneray Hostel,lsle of 
Bernerayat 10.00 a.m. on Friday 21st July 1989. All members of Hebrldean 
Hostellers are welcome and are encouraged to attend. The normal business of the ' 
AGM incl'Jdesreceivlng and approving the accounts; . approvingoilernlght and 
annual membersh Ip fees; I:Ippolnt ing up to six , members of the .Executlve Conml ttee; 
appointing an auditor; reviewing, the. activities of the Trust over the past year 
and setUng ,the course for ,the ,next year. 

. by frisp,ln W9rth}ngton 

If you cannot attend the AGM YOIJ are entitled to vote bypq»(yon all , the " 
business of the meeting. AIM Buss,;>n will be clrculat Ingan<;>te ,iIlJune setting 
out the AGMblJslness and tlie details of the proxy voting~ystem. '" " 
~leanwhi Ie volunteers wishing to further the alms and actlvilles of GHHrand 
HebrldeanHostellers by serving asExel=utt ve 'Comi ~tee members !Ire needed riow," 
Nominations to Alan Bu'sson ' by 31st May" i989 please. . 

Errata, ' and oh dear! Three errors In Newsletter No 7 need to be corrected. 
Apologies, it Is Duncan Campbell, Director of theCoyntrystdeComnisslon for 
Scot land who wi II be opening 'Berneray Hostel on 20th July',' 89,' and not Roger 
Car.r, Chairman ·of the CCS. ., 
In Hebridean Hostellers ~wsletter No 7, I not only mls-spelt Urras Osdallean 
Nan Innse . Gall Gat Ii ff, but did so twice, .. ,and ,In two different ways. Anyway tts 
correct here and elsewhere in this Newsletter 
And on page 3 ' an . extra d.creptlntocellldh. ;",The printer, spotted It and dug out 
Chambers Scots Dictionary to see I f I cou Id hide behind some ancient spelling. 
I can't but whl:lt we did dl,scover was an . alternat ive spelling of Kal ,' Ie wi th the 
associated word Ka/.ller -onewho, outstays his welcome. So now you ' know what 
the hint Is , If one ,of the wl3r:dens . calls you III ka II ier I. ' 
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HEBRIDEAN ,HOSTELLERS 

Gat I iff TrIJst, Hebr,~l:Ielln Hostellers, 9;>dlllllellnNllnGaIl, Gatt iff - confused? 

As promised' In Newsletfer '7,PeterClarke explains the creation aLthe Gatliff 
Hebrldean Hostels Trust, ' the second par L of our attempt to clear the confus i on: 

A new body, the Gatliff Hebrldean Hostels Trust, is now inexlstance ' 
IIlIlnaging the crofters hostels . Is thlsjust the onward IIlIlrch of 
bureaucracy or is" Ita step , ln the directl?n of more and better 
hostels In the Outer Hebrides1 Peter 'Clarke 'explllins. ' 

I ••• • • ~ ' , ~ ' .' • -" •• ;, .. .. ... .... ..... . ... ~ •••••• ; . •• • •• ~ •• '; " ~ . •• .- •••• • " • • •• ' •• ' • • • I 

The Gatliff Trust 

During the surimer' of )961 as Herbert Gat llfCwas' lIlIlking plari~ to start the 
Gatliff Trust, Mac Hoskin, a volunteer warden et' AchinveryoutI)Hoste(~and an 
active member of the Epsoin imd Eweil YHA Local Group, 'went over to the ,Outer 
Isles tose,e If he could f ,ind a hostel. InTar~ert ., he met Herber~ Gatllff,who 
was spendlnga , fe..,dily~vlsltlng the Isle of Harrt~,~' , Herbert~uggestedthat Mac 
go over to the townShipof~henlgi(jale, wherethereWE,!reso~ empty houSes. One 
owned by RoddY ,Maclnnes. a local , crofter, prayed sllHable for use as a hostel. 
Roddy was enthu'slastlc' about the proJect and the hostet, ppenl;!d at Easter ' j 962; 

The S'/'HA ,wasnot willing to~akeover or "rI;!90gnlse" ' the hostel. Instead ' they 
handed 'o-";'er ',efund creat ed"t,o ' establtsh Il hostetl,,~he ' Hetkldes ase. memor! a I 
to Ket th 'Chambers; Il London ca~e~ , ~nd ChalriOOnc OfL#;;don',ReglonYHA,~hOVlst ted 
the Outer Hebrtdes In 1951: At thattiinethe5WA' tlsed"piirt of thevWcA ,', ' ' 
building In Stornoway during the summer months as; a" Youth Hostel. 'They dld , not 
open their first hostel, Ilt Stockln,ish, unU 1< 1965"" Loctunaddy openeid in 1962. 

Herbert agreed to suppor,~ " Rhenl~rda I e hos~ elvia , hi sneiwl y formedGa~ I i ff 
Trust. A hostel was, ~lnt~lnl!d " ohS~arpfrorn 1 9/,fta\'969 when the ISl~nd was 
depopulate~; : , Howmore i:ipeh~~ to , !'966; !3ernerCiy' lnI9?7 'and CladdachBat eshare , In 
1982. All the hOlitels '"were"wardl;!ned by thelro..,ne'rs; ', iocal crofte,rs; but, after 
the deathpf 'Roddy Mcinn~s " in 1967;" the ' Gofiiff Tru~t bought Rhenigidale hostel, 
and beca~ , the 'le~sl!~ ;,,9(, Bern~fmi, h.c;>St e,l , '2 tl:le , s~rrieye~r~ " " 

The 1980'5 

After Herbert' sc:ieat!h,~ h :~~~ ,!h~s:~ssary fort"he GahtffTru~t!ees to re~ppralse 
their actlvltles. It was recognised that there was a large number of supporters 
but no clear link between them and the work of the Trust. So In 1984 the 
Gat II ff Trust setup Hebrlde,an , Hos~ellers as , ~ suppc;>rters group for the hostels. 

, Right from the beginning, hos~e!lerli. have stiow., strong Interest in.the Hebrldean 
Hostellers , but, chari tyla"! made I:r Impractical for ,Hebr,ideiln Host,ellers to 
become members' ?f..the: ,~at'ilff Trust. , Tq overcornethisproblem and to encourage 
more loc~I , lnvolvement , ln the running of the f(lur hostels~ ' In 1966 the Gatliff 
Trustees set, up a "ew Charlt.y, the Gatllff Hebr,ideapHoste,IS Trul;t, (freq~eritly 
abbreviated In thls Newsletter to GHHT>, reg,istEired In Scotland: ", ,, ' 

The GHHT was also needed to provide the hostel activities with corporate 
status. The Gatliff Trust Is an unincorporated body, meaning that each and 
every Trustee ,accepts un,llmi ted 1)!I,blllty foreverythlng that the G.!ltl i ffTrust 
does. This, was fine In the da'ys when ,tile' Gatliff Trust handled a few hundred ' 
pounds II y'ear. b!lt in ,~!le 'pastfo)Jr: yea,rs ,It has taken on projects involving the 
conmlttmerit, of liever,al ,thou,s,ands :oJ, p~unds~ , " 

Formation 'of GatnffHebrl,dean' Hostels Trust 

Gatliff Hebrldean Hostels Trust was formally incorporated on lOth June 1988 as 
a company limited by guar'llntee and registered at Compani.es House. EdInburgh. We 
were very dl!1apPOln,ted ,that the ~eglstr~r of ~bmpanles refused to ,.egister, the 
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HEBRIOEAN HOSTELLERS 

Trust with bl-'lirigu'al name-s, I.e. GaUYff ' Hebri'dean !-tostels Trust 'and its Gaelic 
eq'Jivalent Urras OsdaiteanNan ' lnnse Gall Gatliff. However the ,Executive 
Corrml t tee has decided to 'use Urras Osdai lean Nan l.nnseGall Gat tiff and 
Hebridean Hostellers as 'business' names. The ,Trust has ,~~en gran~ed charitable 
status by the Inland Revenue. 

Management of Gat I iff Hebrldean, Hostel's Trust 

GHHT is run by ariE;ecut.i~e 'GolTlTlitteeo(Jpto12peoPle, of whom six 
(inc luding the Chairman) lire nomi natec! by ,The ' Gat I iff Trust and 'si x ' eleCted 
annually by the members of Hebrldean Hostellers at the Annual Genereil,,,!,!,eetlng. 
(The first AGM is on 21st July 89, see page 4). The period of , office of all 
Executive Corrmtttee ,member;s is, one year r~newable, so a turnover ,of people is 
possible. In qtherwordsmembers ,elln take a turn ~i belnq an Executive, ' 
Coirrnittee member, lind if ~"ey cannot. spare the time needed-to get Involved, they 
can stand down at ~ryeerd9f t1)at , year ,~ ,, ' " .. , ',,,' ." 

The Gat I i ffTr)Jst has appointed Gat II ff Trustees John Joyce (Chairman), Peter 
Clarke (Vice Chai r~n) ; RoQerCII fton <Treasurer), Frank Mart In and Arthur Meaby 
as members of t ,he EXl'lcu~~ve Corrml ttee. " It ' has also~ppoinhd Philip Lawson, 
Chairman of t~e , !)C9ttl s1)X()~~Il, Hqste\s ~ssoC,,\~t iorlnorder~ocementthe 
Trust's re\atignship with' the SYHA > •. , ...... •.• . " , . . . ' .' •.. ' '. '.. .• . •.. 

The non . Gatliff Trust~xecuFI ve Corrrni ~teemembers are ' David Br~wn;' Atan ' Busson 
(SecretarY'), jlmS~u6ess~n~~Oh'n ,~!lCleOd Webb:, ... N()w,· Hebrldean Hostel'lershave 
the opportunity ofplaYi~9 ' ~ ' full' I:Oleln Ihemanag>ern~nt pf th~,' hostels by '" 
becomin9 ' rnem~~rsAf the ~X,'!lCut ,!Y~ , Comml~tee. "' · . , 

The Relat tonsh,ip Between the Trust and the Gat I iff Trust 

The Gat! iffTr~s{'~~dGHHT"ha~e esta~nshed it frlerldly arid ' efficl~nt 
relationship. , Each year the Trusfwl 'llsubmit a . budget to the 'Satllff Ti-list 
showing I t~ pr~p()sedCn~\:'me ' ar,d expendi ture ' f()rt.~e 'forthcoming ' yeililind th \5' 
budget will pecome ' the main inst ~umen~" of the reiaFbn;,;hlp beiw~en 'thEr ,two 
bodies. The Gatliff Trust has decided In principle to .. contlniJe , the ' same level 
of expenditure In the Outer Hebrides but to pass ' the moneyttirough" GHHT. This " 
will involve GHHT In takinQ over all the Gilltliff Trust's donations to Hebridean 
Churches , &ndot,her Hebrldean organi s,at Ions. ' rl ease note that Hebr I dean 
Hosteller,.s su~scriptiqDs, wlll 0nlyb!! used,Jor :runDI~,9~~ehOS.~ ,~~S; · 
Membership 

The, memb~rshlp of theo"lg.lnal He~rldean Hostenersgr'oup' has been 
incorporated iptoGHHT,gi vlng ita strong base~ ' From no~, ,on III I I ' exlstlng and 
new Hebr Idean Hoste Ilerswi 1,1, become, lnelnbers of the Gat I\f'f"iiebrldean ' !-toste Is " 
Trust, Theironly' added llebilityis thllltthey will havet?subscribe' n In the 
unlikely eV\!(1\of the. compapy being' wound up . . Thillt Is the !,leaDIr'\i' of the ph:ase 
"company' I imi ted by giJlllrantee~'. Hebdd;!1n ,Hostell~rs is the collect I ve 'name' of 
the membershlp pf ~he , Trust. '<.. ,~ 

Conc I usi on ; 

The' Gatliff Heb'ridean Hostels Trust Istheloglc~lI!VOlul:\'Onot:the Gatliff ' 
Trust' s2S ' years o'f involvement i.nthe Outer Hebrides . . ,' It (s a hlstoric ' step 
wh\€h Quarantees the continuation of the crofter's hoshls ' l'n-the 'Outer ' """ 
Hebrides. We hope that people wi II be prepar'ed to giveallttle ofttlelr time 
to work with others to run the hostels through the Gat l IfCHebrldean, Hostels. 
Trust. 

And toclartfy the position About I1eri>ershlp Alan Bussonwrites: 

Al l recipients '~f this 'N~"';sl~itershou(dhl I Into '6ne of thefolfo\:ii'ng' two 
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Qroups: , 
i) Covenanfors who currently 'covenarit ' to the Gatliff Tru'st 

For the next two to three years transitional arrangements will apply so far as 
covenants are concerned . . " Tl1es'7 tr.ansitional arran.qemen.t. s, .8 ... r .. ,e covered in item I .. 
of the enclos~cl"letter " wr'tH'en by 'Alan Busson. · . '" "c" "";' ii ',) ,. 

A Hebridean .Hostelier.smembershipform. ls enclosed. ' Pl.el!ise complete the form 
and wrl teon H the amount that you: cur.rent I ycovenant tp, the Gatll ff Trust and 
send It ,t 'o A I an : Busson. (I f , ,,you haveal ready. done so. see NOTE be low) . 

2) M'~iitbe'~~<pfHe:~':fdear ' ~Jst,elle':s' pr 'for"fel.s't JanuarY 1989 who' reng,{,thelr 
membershipannua!lY ' l!nd Wl)P. dtd not ,covenantte ,the GatllffTrust. Pl ,e,ase fill 
lnthe ,.enclosed H,ebriide'~n 'Host'7llers ·. ~emberShlpform . and "send . l t wi th' your 1989 
5ubscri'ptl,onto ,A(an )'!usson. ' (If you h~vel)lready done so. see Note Below). ' 
Refer also to ' lt'em "2. ot 'the' enclosed lett'e':; , , 

, - , ,. ' " ',', '." ;~; .. ,' .. ;:-;- .,. ,\. ;~, ( . . . ; . " '-, , , " 

NOTE: : If you are' cone of" thpse organised ,people .. who has already paid ,ypur 
subscription and filled In a membership form. do not waste the form enclp.sed -
pas~ ,It ()?to" af[I~~d ~;~ mi~h,t ibt~lli t,,1?9\~ .~,upp?rt the H,ebrldean hostels,' 
The letter . referredtp:;ab,Pve •• is ,.encl.osed tp those. wl1o. according to our , recprds. 
are paid up ,members 'of ,Hebridean Hostellers., !!1\c:l i~eal,s , wltl1 a bit.,.Qf ,back':' 
tracking tp gehtl1erecords ,COrrec.t"M, I'lP such (etter IS encl()sedth,en th~s 

recprdsshpw"thl!it , I)ave ,paldi: ypur ' l!ubsGripU,on ye~ th,i.s year. , 

npte ' 
. Sprq'L 
sorting 
Is one of the most difficult 
parts pf .setting. up : the . Gatlif( 
HebrideanHp.stels.;oJ;rust" ,' ICy,ou ,' 
wish to query any points In 
respect , of, the Hebrl dean 
Host e II,ers 'members,~ i'psdl~nle. ' ., 
please wfrte' or • phone Alan Busson. ;":,,':.:': '" .; ,.~ ., ~<- ' , ~~.:. ;": ' , 

Addresses 

t the tunity now, 
-""iL' _ ' __ "' '''Lion ' your payment 

you pay 'by , " 
. this 1 sLater 

wtth a ' 

Hebrid~an HQst~1 lerS/Gat I itf Hebrlde~n :HOstfils Trust (" 
Chairman - John joyce. 2 Be!uJmont :SEI9 ' 3QZ 

.,", ( ~01 .:65~ ,837~) , ~ 
Vice Chairman ~ Peter , Ct.arke. 264 Alexandra 'Par,k"Rpad. , ,Lpndpn.lJ22 ",!-BG .", ' 

..; ... ., (01 888 2449). 
Secretary ,":, Alan Blisson • . 4 Sambre Rpad. ,Ridqeway. Chis I edon. , Swindon • . SN4"OYB. 
Rhenlgldale .Orgl!inlser ":' .,Arthur t:teaby. ',33 .Stratford, Clpse. Colwic~ • .NPt~s •• . , ". , 

·iii; ,.'·' . " , -;,;,: .. . ' .', " ,..- " .N,G4 2DL., .-
Newsletter Editor ~ Richard Genner. 42 Lamberton Cpurt. Pencaitland. East 

Lothian.EH34 ?BL •. ; (0675 340044). 
Gat! Iff Trust ;.;"" 
Chal rman . ,,:, ',Frank ',Mart In • . ' 2Q CprnwaH Is . .... venue • .• Be Istpl , BS~4RP; (027? 2n3,?0~ .. 

W¢OdS&t tile Thatched Houses ' 
Co-prdlnatpr - Donald MacDoriald. Fallte.Heiinish/ Tiree. Inner Hebddes. ' 
Secretary - Jim S0(Jn'7!5s. 6 Fern,~ch ,Drive. Lpchgi lphead. Argyll (0546 2106), 
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HEBRIDEAN HOSTELLERS 

And after all that organis,aUonallcotm'littee stuff, a story of real support for 
the hostels .. 
Berner~y ,Ravaqed and Repaired ':"by Roy A~h",orth of Grlmsay, Nor'thtifsl:.~ 

• \ ' : - _'.," .' _" ; , ~ -, _I • -:, .; : "',,,,::". 

I first heard of the problem over the phone from John 'Joyce but I only managed 
to go up' to Berneray a week later because of the !Ippall,lng weather,arrlvlng on 
20th February, ' I nust" say ( had grave doubtsabouttackHng the Job ," "A, hlgh 
t ide, the hi ghest for 20 years .wlth ,the assi stcsnceof ,a Sout~ East'E!rl y . gal'E! h~d 
washed awayJhe sand .from undertheseaw:~r~, w:all .J' e';iul, tin9 \~ .. an. i..e~. foot .wlde " 
section of the wall plus all the earth IAnq. , rubblecorecascading,'ontQ the ·r .ocks 
sloping down, to .the beach. .The d\ffi~ulty .. w:asto reinOve . th~ fallE!n~eb'ns " s6 as 
to be ablato create a level stable pli:.tform of rocks. on .whlch".to ·startt:o . ' .• 

'rebui,ld. To remove all the debris would helve risked the' lnner 'waYr collapsing, ' 
this wall was st I H intact" the sand foundation supported' and protect.ed . by ,the 
fallen nibble~ • 

Eventually a rock pI~tform was~~tabl ishedeindacC;"C'rei:~ i(i'drici~t l'oil 'wa's l'ald, 
extending under the southern corne'r whl'ch had to be underpinned 'with . btocksand 
concrete. The weather wasbad, ~" gales wi'th· haL'!'ahd ' raln,-' sowhen'd '.left "on 2nd 
March all r "ha'd ' managed to do was the ' aforementloned concretlngpl'us , around ' four 
courses of stonework on t he wall. . .- However the · foUhdat Ions, were , aU,l'east secure., 

. on. 20th, Mar~h·, f reiurned" t 'o Berneray 'to . b~~:t 'b§ l'~Bt~f~', '.K,'~:t ,~ ,···~~.~Js\~·,~ fAd;'!a~ 
- we had l11etprevlously on . the· ~asterWorkpar.ty" lInl.<;e . r:.eunl9~. ~ t ~lsomet ...• ' 
Arthur Meaby, Roy Rcse. &,paught.er Ann'E!" Theywi!l'~e:Jhe;'e fHtln,g ,dqors ,' et.f Cotlle 
annexe. , Agaln. weather. per,mlttlnQ~Orkwenton,and this. t!niewfth;' t"e ' .: ' , ' " 
assistan~e of a cemeiit mi~er · b·~r;:o~ed, fromal.9~OI butldE!{rl , ~tr:i'~,~t ' , .~hf"mt~e,.. 
wouldn' t run but after much walking and talklrlg,.a c:~upleofgooclspat~ , pr~gs', 
were obta,ined as was a , gall~nof p~trol from a hostel (er .w,~C!a,~rJ,x.e~l:Iy · ¢ar~t 
the r i ght ;';t 'J '.t.he ': rril;)(er'\\thim ;. co~operated. " . , , , ', . 

. ;r'ti!, ,,!:\t~~~)~' _'.;r:;:~~rS)t":i,:~t}:~;~~;t.z\~:i;:tt;,~};\~"1 .<{: 
Apaft{ froin" ,eouter ,' wal' l:'Xhe','core had to be replacedarid :the 'inner 'wall .t!ed 

to ;\t ; ' The~ore was ,; uilPorted. at I nter·va.ls by concrete ' levels and eventuall.y 

t ~~ :d'~st st~:g~( fl,tte ·' li~.~l ' , 'J:: ' . "F"" .. .... ..... ' 
t:no.t"er",pr.o..~ le,mtw~~; ~~E!~ . t he wa I .!' ; h~.d co II apsedJ,he. f.0t,t,f . t.0p.fo.l,lr~e.9 '. h~cI •.. , 

'hunQup'i';:;\jil . ,ewo I1\IIs.:sI"'E! ,<;qrner stone:s and,t .hese .four cour',seshad 
t9. b~ : s~pe95&~: , .) ?"': ( " )':'''ifc~:: l''0rk. ;·~E!rlt \:Pfl~Apa;:t . from the danger "tll is meant'" 
tha.t . the .p~.~~ >h,., ~Pf:;b~ ~I,I ,~Hul> ; frOlll jthE! .• s,tde Instead of from above, , a time 
consuminQ ·~u~rr:ie.ss; c;"lhe wall \of~"lfln!5hed on Tuesday 28th, Just as well as the ' 
Wednesday was aWfuL' gales 'lind-rain, butaU ,,~,I)~t~as le(ott(). do was to clean up 
and arrange . for , Splas.,, : ,to retu{n, the ,lI1!xer,. (n ,hl~ '·Ptc:k.::ilP, '" ','; ,,:; ; , ,y; .... . . " 

I must saythe.nk you to the helpfu'l people of Berneray, In part Icular Splash 
who del ivered"the ' cenieilt" mlxer, ' c'ement and, coal 'for 'the Raeburn,". h!s brother 
John who produced two good spark plugs and hospitality, ' also the people shying 
at the Host'el,especlally 'acouple from NEiwZealarrtLWho went storie collecting 
and provide~eriouQh to finish the Job. ' I't was harCl work .. but enJoyable, ' the more ' 
so because of the' nice people vis!tlnQ the Hostel over the Easter period. 

l ( l; .: -. ;.: .... ; ~ <, '." . . ~; 

Finally ' thanks ' to Crispin Worthington ,)f Lethen, Nairn who provided the drawing 
of Claddach Baleshere on page 4, and the croft house drawing on page 20f,\.the 
last Newsletter; The page 7' drawing of Rhenl'g!dale (s the'·standard' ·Gatll,ff 
Hebridean Hostels Trust dr!lwing of the hostel as it IS , (lft~ • . ;,) , ~~!lll~e 190~ ,I~~ 
for an artist nex.t year to prOVide !"drll,,:,ing ,o.f . the n~,"!ly ; renovat~d hos\71. • . 

Next Issue November '89, contr lbUU()~sby 310ctQb~~"89 pl~~~e> 
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